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Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election of Group I (claims 4 and 44) and Species II (Figs. 14-44) on 
05/25/06 is acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the 
supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an election 
without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). 

2. Claim 13 is withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .142(b) as 
being drawn to nonelected inventions, there being no allowable generic or 

linking claim. 

In dependent claims 5, 9, 12, and 45, have been cancelled. Claims 6-8, 10-11, and 
15-20, and new claims 46-61 would be examined. Since they are depend from elected 
independent claims 4 and 44. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 4 and 46-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Reynolds (4,382,334). Regarding claim 4, Reynolds teaches a housing 12, 14 and a motor 
supported by the housing and operable to drive a saw blade 22. Reynolds also teaches a cover 
46 selectively connectable to the housing 12, 14 and the cover 46 at least partially covering 
the saw blade when the cover is connected to the housing. It should be noted that cover 46 
partially covers part of the saw 22 that located inside the housing 12, 14. Se Fig. 4. Reynolds 
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also teaches a quick-locking member 49 connected to one of the housing and the cover and 
engageable with the other of the housing and the cover to selectively lock the cover to the 
housing without the use of tools. Reynolds also teaches that the quick-locking member 49 
has a first position, in which the quick-locking member engages the cover to lock the cover 
to the housing and a second position in which the housing-locking member is disengaged 
from the cover and the cover is not locked to the housing. Reynolds also teaches that the 
quick locking member 49 is pivotable between the first position and the second position. See 
Figs. 1-4 and col. 3, lines 35-68 and col. 4, lines 1-49 in Reynolds. 

Regarding claim 46, Reynolds teaches everything noted above including a spring 
61 engageable with the quick-locking member 49 to releasably retain the quick-locking 
member in the first position. 

Regarding claim 47, Reynolds teaches everything noted above including that 
including that the quick-locking member 49 includes an over-center biasing latch 43. It 
should be noted that handle is considered to be an over-center piece of the locking 
mechanism. 

It should be noted that this rejection, which is necessitated by addition of new 
claims, also could be applied to other claims in the application including the independent 
claim 44. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 4, 6-8, 10, 1 1, 15, 16, 18, 19, 44, 50-57, 59, and 60 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lindell on view of Magnuson (3,043,616), or Levin 
(3,81 1,747). Regarding claims 4, 44, and 50, Lindell teaches a housing and a motor 
supported by the housing and operable to drive a saw blade 36. The housing is defined by the 
housing of the motor, shaft housing 12, hosing 21, and receptacle 54. The housing houses the 
blade and the motor and the drive shaft. Lindell also teaches a cover 55 selectively 
connectable to the housing and the cover at least partially covering the saw blade when the 
cover is connected to the housing. Lindell also teaches a quick-locking member 58 connected 
to one of the housing and the cover and engageable with the other of the housing and the 
cover to selectively lock the cover to the housing without the use of tools. Lindell also 
teaches the quick-locking member 58 has a first position, in which the quick -locking 
member engages the cover to lock the cover to the housing and a second position in which 
the housing-locking member is disengaged from the cover and the cover is not locked to the 
housing. See Figs. 1-14 and col. 2, lines 20-55 and col. 4, lines 14-40 in Lindell. Lindell does 
not teach that the quick locking member is pivotable between the first position and the 
second position. However, the use of a quick-locking member pivotable between a first 
position and a second position for locking and unlocking a cover of a box or a housing is well 
known in the art such as taught by Levin or Magnuson. Levin teaches a quick-locking 
member 21 pivotable between a first position and a second position for locking and 
unlocking a cover 2 of a housing. See Fig. 1-8 A and col. 5, lines 30-57 in Levin. Magnuson 
also teaches a quick-locking member 14, 15 pivotable between a first position and a second 
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position for locking and unlocking a cover 12 of a housing 11. See Fig. 1-3 and col. 2, lines 
1 1-65 in Magnuson. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
replace LindelPs quick-locking member with the latch as taught by Levin or Magnuson as an 
alternative way to lock the cover to the housing and unlock the cover from the housing. 

Regarding claims 6, 8, 51, and 53, Lindell, as modified by Levin, teaches everything 
noted above including that the cover 2 defines a recess 17b and the quick-locking member 
includes a locking portion engagaeble with the recess to lock the cover to the housing. 
Lindell also teaches that the quick-locking member 21 is a latch. See Fig. 3B-4 in Magnuson. 

Regarding claims 7 and 52, Lindell teaches everything noted above including that 
the cover 55 at least partially covers an open portion of the saw blade 36. See Fig. 9 in 
Lindell. 

Regarding claims 10 and 54, Lindell teaches everything noted including that the 
housing defines a handle portion 53 gripable by a user and the quick-locking member 58 is 
connected to the housing near the handle portion. It should be noted that the shaft housing 12 
also is considered to be a handle, which is gripable, by a user. The handle 53 and shaft 
housing 12 are both located near the quick-locking member 58. See Fig. 1-3 in Lindell. 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 55, Lindell, as modified by Levin, teaches everything 
noted above including a second locking assembly 21 cooperating with the quick-locking 
member to selectively lock the cover to the housing. See Fig. 9 in Lindell and Fig. 1-3B in 
Levin. 

Regarding claims 12 and 56, Lindell, as modified by Levin, teaches everything 
noted above including that the housing 1 includes a hook member 69 and the cover 2 
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engaging the hook member at a first end of the cover and the quick-locking member 
engaging the cover at a second end of the cover to connect the cover to the housing. See Figs. 
HA-llCin Levin. 

Regarding claims 15, 16, 56, and 57, Lindell, as modified Levin, teaches everything 
noted above including that the quick-locking member includes a first member 20 connected 
to the housing, a second member 20a connected to the first member and pivotable relative to 
the first member, and a third member 69 connected to the second member and pivotbale 
relative to the second member. Lindell, as modified by Levin, also teaches that the third 
member being engageable with the cover to selectively lock the cover t the housing. Lindell, 
as modified by Levin, also teaches that the third member 69 is engageable by a user to move 
the third member into and out of engagement with the cover to lock and unlock respectively 
the cover from the housing. See Figs. 1-1 lc in Levin. 

Regarding claims 18, 19, and 59-60, Lindell teaches everything noted above 
including that the cover defines 55 a receptacle therein operable to hold fragments of a work 
piece upon which the saw blades is performing. Lindell also teaches the saw 36 is a circular 
saw. See Fig. 8-13 in Lindell. 

7. Claims 4, 17, 20, 44, 58, and 61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Morimoto in view of Lindell. Regarding claims 4, 17, 44, and 58, 
Morimoto teaches a saw 1 including a first cover 8b connected to the housing and at least 
partially covering the saw blade 4. Morimoto also teaches a second cover 8a selectively 
connectable to the housing. The dust collecting hood 8a can be connected to the housing and 
disconnected from the housing. See col. 3, lines 15-18 in Morimoto. Therefore, the second 
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cover 8a is selectively connectable to the housing. Morimoto also teaches that the second 
cover at least partially covering the first cover 8b and at least partially covering the saw blade 
when the second cover is connected to the housing. Morimoto also teaches that the second 
cover 8b defines a cavity 9 for receiving fragments from a work piece upon which the saw 
blade operates. See Figs. 5-7 and col. 2, lines 26-68 and col. 3, lines 1-18 in Morimoto. 
Morimoto does not teach a quick-locking member connected to on of the housing and the 
second cover and engageable with the other of the housing and the second cover to 
selectively lock the second cover to the housing without the use of tools. However, Lindell 
teaches a housing and a motor supported by the housing and operable to drive a saw blade 
36. Lindell also teaches a second cover 55 selectively connectable to the housing. Linddel 
also teaches a quick-locking member 58 connected to the housing and engageable with the 
other of the housing and the second cover to selectively lock the second cover to the housing 
without the use of tools. Se Figs. 1-14 and col. 4, lines 3-36 in Lindell. It would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to provide Morimoto' s saw with the latch as 
taught by Lindell in order to secure or lock the second cover to the housing and unlock the 
second cover from the housing when the dust collector chamber is full. 

Regarding claims 20 and 61, Morimoto teaches everything noted above including a 
show plate 5 connected to the housing and engageable with the surface of a workpiece to 
support the saw upon the workpiece. See Figs. 1-7 in Morimoto. 

8. Claim 48-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Reynolds 
in view of Crane et al. (4,600,396), hereinafter Crane. Regarding claim 48, Reynolds teaches 
everything noted above including that the housing has a hook member 57 and the cover 46 
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engages the hook member at a first end of the cover. Reynolds does not explicitly teach that 
the quick-locking member engaged the cover at a second end of the cover. However, the use 
of a locking mechanism that engaged the cover in two different parts of the cover is well 
known in the art such as taught by Crane teaches a housing has 1 1 having a hook member 26 
and a cover engages the hook member 26 at a first end of the cover. Crane also teaches that a 
quick-locking member 1 8 engaged the cover at a second end of the cover. It should be noted 
that the cover latch 29 contacts cover 12 at second end of the cover. See Figs. 1-3 in Crane. It 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to replace Reynolds' locking 
member with the locking member, as taught by Crane, in order to provide a strong latching 
mechanism to hold the cover to the hosing. 

Regarding claim 49, Reynolds, as modified above, does not teach that the cover 
includes a pin engageable with the hook member. However, Official Notice is taken that the 
use of the locking mechanism having a hook member which engages with a pin is well 
known in the art. 

Response to Arguments 
9. Applicant's arguments filled on 02/03/06 have been considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant's argument that Linell does not teach that the motor is located within 
the housing is not persuasive. Firstly, it hand not been claimed that the motor is located 
within the housing. In dependent claims 4 and 44 broadly claiming the invention and they do 
not call for the motor to be located within the support. Secondly, Claims 4 and 44 merely call 
for a motor that is supported by the housing. Clearly, the motor is supported by the housing 
21 through the housing of shaft. As stated above, the housing of the shaft, housing of the 
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motor and the housing of the saw 21 in combination are considered to be a housing that 
support the motor. It should also be noted that claims do not limit the housing to s specific 
housing that is in the invention or shown in the drawing in the instant application. In fact, 
claims 4 and 44 are broadly claiming the invention, and many of the cited references read 
over the claims 4 and 44. See Hartmann (2002/0020068), Benedict et al. (5,918,522), 
Damijonaities (3,556,623), and Strim (5,349,752). 

Applicant's argument that Magnuson is not in the Applicant's field of endeavor and it 
cannot be combined with Lindell is not persuasive. As stated above, the use of a quick- 
locking member pivotable between a first position and a second position for locking and 
unlocking a cover of a box or a housing is well known in the art such as taught by Levin or 
Magnuson. Levin teaches a quick-locking member 21 pivotable between a first position and a 
second position for locking and unlocking a cover 2 of a housing. See Fig. 1-8A and col. 5, 
lines 30-57 in Levin. Magnuson also teaches a quick-locking member 14, 15 pivotable 
between a first position and a second position for locking and unlocking a cover 12 of a 
housing 1 1. See Fig. 1-3 and col. 2, lines 1 1-65 in Magnuson. It would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art to replace Lindell' s quick-locking member with the latch 
as taught by Levin or Magnuson as an alternative way to lock the cover to the housing and 
unlock the cover from the housing. It should be noted that Lindell teaches a quick-locking 
member for the locking the cover of the saw to the housing of the saw. This is in the field of 
the Applicant's endeavor. In addition, the quick-locking as taught by Magnuson or Levin 
pertinent to the quick-locking mechanism in Lindell and consequently the quick locking 
mechanism in the instant invention. It is within an ordinary skill in the art to replace a quick 
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locking mechanism with another quick locking mechanism, since both locking mechanism 
solve the same problem. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Hartmann (2002/0020068), Benedict et al. (5,918,522), Damijonaities (3,556,623), and 
Strim (5,349,752), Harmann (2002/0026717), Scott et al. (4,316,327), Campbell et al. 
(5,822,864), Hilthon et al. (1,546,982), Gnazzo et al. (6,318,352), Rebhan (4,939,842), and 
Buser et al. (6,557,261) teach a saw including a housing, a saw blade, and a cover. 

1 1 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 

o 

shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ghassem Alie whose telephone number is (571) 272-4501 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer Ashley can be reached on (571) 272-4502. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-83006. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, SEE http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (too-free). 




GA/ga 



BOYER D. ASHLEY 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



August 4, 2006 



